
 

Dear Jefferson Families and Supporters, 

Spring is here and excitement is in the air as we continue to have a won-

derful year of learning here at Jefferson. As always, we greatly appreciate 

the combined efforts of all as we support our students in successfully 

meeting the highest of standards set before them! 

During June, staff and students are busy with end of the year assessments 

and exciting events such as our Field Day, field trips, end of the year par-

ties, school events, and celebrations. Our Field Day will be held on Mon-

day, June 18th. Please make sure your children are dressed appropriately, 

have sunscreen, water, and hats/glasses if needed. The Kindergarten 

Graduation will be held on Wednesday, June 13th at 9:15 (Bonfardeci), 

10:15 (Laurer, DelVecchio, & Delia), and 11:15 (Rivera). The 6th grade 

Graduation will be held on Thursday, June 14th at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, 

June 21st dismissal is at 2:05 pm and Friday, June 22nd (last day for stu-

dents) will be distribution of report cards, dismissal begins at 10:00 a.m. 

With the end of the school year quickly approaching, we want to thank 

each of you for your ongoing support of our students, our teachers and 

staff, and our mission here at Jefferson. This year has been, and continues 

to be, a success due to the collective efforts of all in providing opportunities 

for our students to succeed and grow. 

Have a safe and happy summer. We look forward to next year! 

Sincerely, 

V. Rejrat 
 

Vanessa Rejrat 

Principal 
 

Jefferson Vision 

We at Jefferson, are committed 

to meeting and exceeding state 

and national academic stand-

ards.  Additionally, we will en-

courage our students to strive 

to become kind, caring, and 

compassionate, and productive 

members of society. 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT  PHONE 
NUMBERS 

 
Mrs. Rejrat - Principal 

 792-2163 
 

Mrs. Rolchigo-Secretary 
 792-2163 

 
Mr. Jalonack – Security 

368-6712 
 

Ms. Januszewski–Nurse 
368-6702 

 
School Fax Number 

732-5902 
 

Main Office Hours 
8:30 – 3:30 

Elementary 
Responsible Citizens ~ Lifelong Learners 

Jefferson 



Kindergarten 

1st Grade 

The Kindergarten classes held our annual "Muffins for Moms" event on May 10th.  Our special 

guests were welcomed with hallway artwork, gifts, writings, and drawings showing just how much 

they are loved and appreciated.  The students enjoyed sharing a variety of treats and juices with 

their classmates and guests.  We would like to thank everyone who was able to attend.   

In addition, our classes will be holding our "Donuts for Dads" event on June 15th.  We are looking 

forward to spending more time with those individuals that mean so very much to us. 

The first graders are embarking on a new journey in math…adding two digit numbers.  First we 

learned about the tens place and ones place.  For example, in the number 25 there are two 

groups of ten that equal 20 and 5 ones come together and make 25. Now we are taking two digit 

numbers and learning how to add and subtract the numbers. Here is an example of a strategy we 

are working on in class. This strategy may be unfamiliar to some of you and if you feel more com-

fortable using a different strategy to produce the answers that is fine. The ultimate goal is for your 

child to learn the concepts of addition and subtraction. 

2nd Grade 

In April Mrs. Gregory-Salvo had the opportunity to read to all second grade classes as a member 

of the Oneida County Farm Bureau for Agricultural Literacy Week.  The book, Before We Eat: 

From Farm to Table by Pat Brisson, illustrated by Mary Azarian highlighted how some farmers 

grow food and raise animals.  Students engaged in lively conversations about the journey our 

food takes from farm to table as well as how family farms of all sizes care for the environment, 

use technology, and produce safe and abundant food for their families and ours.   Two copies of 

the book were donated to our library on behalf of the Oneida County Farm Bureau.  



3rd Grade 

As another successful year draws to a close, it is amazing to see how much has been achieved 

by our third graders!  The children have worked incredibly hard this school year and for the first 

time took part in the New York State ELA and Math tests.  With June approaching quickly, we are 

preparing for our end of the year assessments.   We will wrap up our ELA curriculum with Unit 5. 

The focus question for this unit is “What are ways people can take action?” We continue to read, 

discuss and write about a variety of texts including realistic fiction, fairy tales, expository text, and 

biographies in this unit.  We are also working on the comprehension skills of cause and effect 

and point of view.  The final module for math this year will focus on Geometry and Measurement 

word problems. There will be hands-on investigation experiences with geometry and perimeter.   

   4th Grade 

5th Grade 

Fourth Grade has been working the past weeks in Math on measuring and drawing angles with a 

protractor as well as identifying the types of angles. We have been working with triangles and 

other plane figures as well. We will end the year with unit conversions, decimal fractions and re-

visiting multiplication. In ELA, we continue to explore the various genres and work on grammar 

and weekly spelling skills. The girls and boys have worked very hard this year and are looking 

forward to fifth grade! Keep reading daily and practicing math facts.  

The month of May has been a very busy one for the fifth grade students. The month started with 

the NYS math exam that students did their very best on.   Students also worked to complete final 

exams and I-ready testing. Students challenged themselves to live the life skills and literature 

skill of the month. Ms. Inkawhich’s class also had a visitor and proceeded to prove how not to 

spill water on Mrs. Rejrat. The month comes to a close with Community Reader’s Day on May 

22nd, plus some very well deserved vacation before the push to the end of the school year.  



  6th Grade 

Baby Chicks Visit 1st Grade 

Grade 6 is getting ready with anticipation for their upcoming graduation to  move on to middle 

school.   We are also busy getting ready for final assessments, planning our end of year field trip, 

studying Ancient Egypt, and developing an understanding of statistics and probability. We had a 

visit from the middle school counselors and made our course selections for grade 7.Our Gradua-

tion Ceremony will be held on Thursday, June 14th at 10 am. 

Mrs. Brown's first grade class was visited by 5 very fuzzy bard rock baby chicks.  The chicks 

were 5 days old when they visited our class.  The students learned about the life cycle of a chick-

en through literature and an informative video about how a chick develops in the egg over 21 

days.  Students were able to observe the chicks throughout the school day both in and out of 

their cage.  All the students were able to hold the chicks and had a great time interacting with 

them! 



On Wednesday,  May 9, 2018 Jefferson School sponsored a Summer Fun Family Literacy Night 

and Ice Cream Social.  It was a great evening. There were literacy activities, math activi-

ties,  games,  and ice cream  donated by Stewart's Shops and Byrne Dairy.  More than 100 stu-

dents and their families attended this event.   Everyone enjoyed sharing ice cream with their 

families, classmates and teachers. Mrs. Rejrat shared the importance of reading aloud to chil-

dren. Keep reading to your children whenever you can! 

Parent Resource Room Raffle Winner 

Congratulations to the family of Windoh Soe.  They were the winners of the third marking peri-

od Parent Resource Room Raffle. Any time you sign in and use the Parent Resource Room, 

your name gets put in to win a gift card to a local business. Our Parent Resource Room has 

many fun, educational activities that you can use with your children. Please feel free to stop in, 

look around, and sign something out to use at home.  You might be our next winner! 

PTO News 



Community Readers Day 

Students at Jefferson were excited to celebrate Community Readers' Day on May 22
nd

! Several 
members of our community came to school to read a picture book to our students and to tell  
students about their careers. It was a fun and exciting day for everyone!  Our community  
readers included Christopher Salatino, Utica City School District Board President; Alicia Mroz, 
UCSD Administrator; Vanessa Rejrat, Nurse Susan, Margaret Beck (former Principal), John 
Licari (former Principal), and Rosann Rolchigo (former school secretary), from the Utica City 
School District.   
 
Readers from the community included: Richard Cohen, lawyer; John Treen and Sunset from the 
Stevens-Swan Humane Society; Kevin Green, Oneida County Youth Bureau Director; Samantha  
Colosimo-Testa, Utica Councilperson; Kathleen Mallory McGill from the Utica Zoo; Selma  
Jasencic, ONA Community Navigator from the Mohawk Valley Resource Center for Refugees; 
Sarah Bormann, Director of Constituents and Support Services for Assemblyman Anthony  
Brindisi; Officers Dongsavanh and Castillo from the Utica Police Department; Symeon Tsoupelis 
from Symeon's Restaurant; Amanda Stewart, Director of Youth Services at the Utica Public 
 Library; Amy Neff Roth, Utica Observer-Dispatch Education Reporter; Marolyn Wilson from  
Holland Farms Bakery and Deli; Bill Kardas, WKTV Chief Meteorologist; Fire Marshal Gerald 
Foster from the Utica Fire Department; Jamie Tuttle, Recycling Educator from the Oneida-
Herkimer Solid Waste Authority; and Anne Lansing from Safe Schools Mohawk Valley.  We 
thank our readers very much and we are already looking forward to next year! 





March Paw Pride 



April Paw Pride 



March Student of the Month 



April Student of the Month 




